
In Loving Memory Of
Sr. Celine Graf, OSU

APPRECIATION
The family wishes to express their gratitude for your kindness evidenced in thought and deed, 

and for your attendance at the funeral service.

SCHULER-LEFEBVRE FUNERAL CHAPEL  -  Humboldt, Saskatchewan
"Dedicated to those we serve."

November 21, 1927 ~ March 3, 2021
93 Years



PRIVATE GRAVESIDE SERVICE & RITE OF COMMITAL:

Monday, March 8, 2021 - 2:30 p.m.
Ursuline Cemetery, Bruno, Saskatchewan

Celebrated by Fr. Pius Schroh
Ursuline of  Bruno, Sister Celine Graf, passed into eternal life on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021, after being admitted to the Hospice 
at Glengarda in Saskatoon, Saskatoon for palliative care. She was 
93 years of  age. Sister Celine (Mary Frances) Graf  was born 
November 21, 1927, to George and Francisca (née Schmid) Graf  
in St. Elizabeth Hospital in Humboldt, SK. They lived on a farm 
in the Fulda area and hers was a family of  10, five boys and five 
girls. Before her First Communion (July 26, 1936) it dawned on 
her that when she prayed, she was actually talking to someone 
(to Jesus, to Mary, to her guardian angel). This “aha!” moment 
filled her with deep joy. Having from her earliest childhood, 
the desire to become a sister, Mary did some research regarding 
religious congregations, and on January 7, 1948, she went to 
Bruno, SK as a postulant. Her preparation for a teaching career 
began almost immediately. Mary was invested as an Ursuline on 
August 7, 1948, receiving the name Sr. Celine of  the Blessed 
Trinity. She professed her temporary vows on August 13, 1950, 
and her perpetual vows on August 13, 1953. In her first year of  
juniorate she studied her Grade 12; attended Teachers’ College in 
Saskatoon in 1951-52; and then taught in the following schools 
in Saskatchewan: Marysburg, Englefeld, Annaheim, Our Lady 
of  Good Counsel, and Lake Lenore, and also in Whalley, in 
British Columbia, The Fall of  1984 brought a new ministry; the 
Abbacy Centre opened and Sr. Celine and her companion taught 
catechetics throughout St. Peter’s Abbacy. One of  Sr. Celine’s 
tasks was to prepare “Let the Little Children Come to Me,” a

program for use for Children’s Liturgy on Sundays and feast 
days. In 1992 she completed the programs for Cycles A, B and 
C. Many workshops throughout the province followed as parents 
and pastors eagerly sought direction in presenting the program. 
Celine’s pattern of  saying an unreflective “yes” to requests finally 
caught up with her when she accepted a position as a parish 
worker. She saw the need and said yes without taking into account
her age, her inexperience in that line of  work, and her own 
limitations. She found healing at Southdown, a therapeutic centre 
for religious men and women in Ontario. Upon her return, Sr. 
Celine did volunteer work, teaching English to new Canadians in 
Saskatoon, until 2014 when she entered Trinity Manor, a retirement 
home. During the last years, she developed cancer in her jaw and 
needed major surgery. In 2021 the cancer returned and spread, and 
that there was no hope of  healing. Sr. Celine is lovingly remembered 
by the Ursuline Sisters of  Bruno, her sister-in-law Caroline (Alfred) 
Graf, her nieces, nephews, other relatives, and many friends. She was 
predeceased by her parents George and Francisca (née Schmid) Graf, 
brothers George, Urban, Richard (Dorothy), Alfred, and Harry; 
and sisters Irene (Don) Bailey, Agnes (Max) Forster, Verna (Henry) 
Loose, and Mary (in infancy). The Ursulines of  Bruno sincerely 
thank the staff  of  Trinity Manor for their gentle care for Sr. Celine 
during her six years in residence, and also, the nurses at The Hospice 
at Glengarda during her final illness. A recorded service is available 
at www.schuler-lefebvrefuneralchapel.com. Memorial masses may 
be requested in memory of  Sr. Celine through one’s local parish.


